The Richard III Society
Promoting research into the life and times of Richard III since 1924
Patron: HRH The Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO, Founder S Saxon Barton

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 19 MARCH 2015

THE TRUTH WILL OUT FOR KING RICHARD IN
LEICESTER
•
•
•

Gift from the Society to the city of Leicester of the statue of King Richard
Why a statue of such pride and strength?
Statue unveiled by the late Princess Alice of Gloucester who spoke that ‘truth is more
powerful than lies’ and ‘reputation is worth campaigning for’

During the Autumn of 2014 the statue of King Richard III was relocated to its new site near to Leicester
Cathedral and the new Richard III Visitor Centre. The relocation was part of a £2M scheme to develop
the Cathedral Quarter following the discovery of King Richard’s remains in the nearby Greyfriars two
years earlier, August 2012. The suggestion of a statue in the City where the King had been buried after his
defeat at the Battle of Bosworth in August 1485 arose in 1977 and this became a reality when the statue
was given to the City of Leicester in 1980 by the Richard III Society and was unveiled in that year on July
31st by the late Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester.
The Richard III Society took responsibility for managing this fascinating project and raised the funds
required to commission James Butler R.A. to sculpt a bronze statue of the King. The appeal was launched
under the patronage of the Duke of Rutland, a collateral descendant of King Richard III through the
King’s sister, Anne, Duchess of Exeter. The appeal needed to raise over £20,000 (nearly £100,000 in
today’s money). Much of the money came from small-scale fund-raising events initiated by the Richard
III Society and its branches throughout the world. Two years later, in 1979, the target had been exceeded
and the work began to create a lasting impression of the king.

Many have questioned why a statue of such pride and strength should represent such a controversial
monarch and why a society represented throughout the world should be so dedicated to a reassessment of
his life and character. Dr Phil Stone, Chairman of the Richard III Society believes the answer is
encapsulated within the speech given by the late Princess Alice, when unveiling the statue in 1980.
Princess Alice said, “The purpose- and indeed the strength of the Richard III Society derives from the
belief that the truth is more powerful than lies; a faith that even after all these centuries, the truth is
important. It is proof of our sense of civilised values that something as esoteric and as fragile as
reputation is worth campaigning for”. As we approach the re-burial of King Richard III in Leicester
Cathedral we are delighted that the son of Princess Alice, Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester, the
Society’s Royal Patron will be attending during the re-interment week.
-ENDS-

About the Richard III Society
With a worldwide membership and local branches the Society is actively engaged in original research
through its own initiatives and through collaboration with other institutions bodies and scholars. Through
the Richard III and Yorkist History Trust, a charitable body established by the Society, we publish
important academic works and make research grants.
The Society publishes an annual journal, The Ricardian, with original articles on fifteenth century history
and a quarterly members’ magazine the Ricardian Bulletin.
Visit: www.richardiii.net
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