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From the Morte D’ Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory .
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. * And as the Kyng laye in his caban, in the shyp he fyll in a slomerynge.and
dremed a_merueyllous .dreme hym semed that ‘a drédefil dragon’ dyd.drowne
moche of his people and he cam fleynge oute of the west and his hede was ‘enameled

- with asure and his sholders shone as gold his bely Iyke maylles of a merueyllous
hewe Mis taylle ful of tatters. his feet ful of fyne sarble’ and his ‘clawes lyke fyné

gold. s And an’ hydous flammie of fyre flewe oute of his. mouthe like as.the londe
and water had flammed. ‘After hym semed there came oute of thoryent a grymly
bore dl blak in a clowde and his pawes as bygge as a post'he was rugged lokynge

.~ roughly he was the fowlest beest that ever man sawe he rored soo hydously that it
were merweill to here- Thenne the dredefyl dragon avawriced hym and,camin
the, wynde -lyke a fawcon gynynge grete strokes on the bore and ihe bore hytte
hym ageyne with his grysly tuskes that his brest was al'blody and that the hote -
blood made alle the see reed of his blood  Thenne the dragon flewe awey alon an .
heygte and came downe with suche a swough'and ‘smote ‘the bore on the ridge
which was x foote large fro the heyde to the taylle and smote the bore all to powdre
bothe flesshe and bonys that it fiytteryd al abrode on the see  And therewith the

Kynge'awoke anone and was sore abasshed of this.dreme’ i And sente anone for.a
wyse ‘philosopher commaundynge to telle hym the sygnyfycacion of his dreme
Syre-sayd, the philosopher the dragon throw dremedest.of .betokeneth thyn-owne
persone that sayllest here and the colours of his wynges ben thy Royames that .
thow heste worme And his _taylle whiche is al to tatterd sygnefyeth, the noble
knyghtes of the round table ' And the boré that the dragon slough’ comyng fre
the clowdes betokeneth some. tyrannt that tormenteth the people or else thow arte
Iyke to' fyghte With’ somine’ gyannt thy self beynge horryble ‘and abhomynable |

" whoos pere ye,sawe never in your dayes wherfore of this dredful dr}e‘mgl cti?u’tzgg :

the 1o thynge but as @ congquerour comme forth thy self "*¢" - ?
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The above passage appears in “ The Tale of "Arthur’and*the Emper
Lucius, . in ; The Morte, D’Arthur..., Malory started his,work with:the stor
of Arthur and the Emperor Lucius; which was based on'the English alliterative
-poem Morte, Arthur, 31t is significant,that Malory, shouldstart heré: for, not &¢
only was it completely English, but it really is the only part of thé Morte Where =
Arthur is pré-eminent’s Arthur i here the ‘great conqueror,'dnd:Malory,seems %
to, bave, made comparisons, between ;this; conquering ;Arthur and  Heary V... - °
Malory evén went so far as to change ATthur’s route throligh'Frafice to compare’ |
- with' that'of Hénry’s,”and?changedthe?éniding ‘of {the" taleTto make*it*more
" acceptable. to himself.2**/Thig must inake the Tale'of ‘Arthuur, and the Emperor
1. Vinaver, E,, The Waorks of Sir Thomas Malory, 1967, Vol. 1, p. 196-197.” o
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pro-Lancastrian, although this may not have been obvious to any of Malory's
contemporaries. The Morte D’Arthur was edited and then published by
Caxton on the 31st of July 1485. Seven days later Heary Tudor landed at

Milford Haven.

THE GRYMLY BORE

placing Richard III, whose cognizance was of course a boar. There are other
similarities between the events of 1483-85 and this dream. For example the
part about the dragon drowning much of his people. This could be said to
be referring to the Buckingham' rebellion, which was thwarted partially by the
intervention of a’freak storm. This storm did considerable damage, which
included the drowning of two hundred people.®: The next point of note, is the
first clash between the boar and the dragon, when the boar successfully beats
off the dragon. This again could mean the Buckingham rebellion, ‘when
Richard III did beat off Henty Tudor. . In the next battle the boar is overcome
and destroyed, this'part was yet to come and of course s all important as-it
assured supporters of Henry, that this time they would be successful in their
endeavour, The “ summing of the wyse philosopher * tells Arthur that the
* bore betokeneth some tyrannt that tormenteth the people.” This must be a
foretaste of Tudor propaganda yet to come. The philosopher then concludes
by saying * wherfore of this dredful . dreme doubte the no thynge but as a
conquerour come forth thy self.” Ong‘e again a rallying call to the Tudor
supporters. , ) LT ‘

THE POLITICAL PROPHECY .

The political prophecy was of great importance during the Middle y
and never more so than in the 15th Century. The pro hecy was at its strongest
in Wales. Most of the prophecies - originate from geoﬂ‘rey of Monmouth's
** The History of the Kings of Britain ™ which foretold that one of Cadwallader’s
blood would come again to reclaim Britain for the Britons. The Welsh used
this prophecy whenever they had a.likely candidate for the position. - One
such candidate was Owen Glendower, and many prophecies were used by the
supporters of Glendower to attack Henry IV.¢  In these prophecies Glendower
is refered to as the Dragon, thus emphasizing the point that Glendower was
supposed to be of Cadwallader’s blood: 'Henry Tudor was-not slow in using
Weish Nationalism to farther his own ambitions.* The:fact that the Tudors
claimed descent from an ancient lipe of British Kings, and even as far back as
Brutus himself strengthened Henry's cause. A good example of the type of

3 Gairdner, )., History of The Life and Reign of Richard Tie 142. .



* thing Béing circulated-at the timeis: .5 w0 “oo Fof T et e
S SL T Tasper® will budld for usadragon* - . T ¢
i, Ee L Y U gf the-fortimate blood of Brutis, ke, e R
" a Bull" of Anglesey to achieve, T L
" He is the hope of our race” .
Another much longer and obscure prophecy has some interesting lines
which relate to Hénry.’ BT T e e
w - o~y Libe20. A blake cowe shalaryse ageyneofatrewlyne. .. ... .
Do et :.:.-‘,-Ne.tﬁexbl,adeoﬁchwblidusa:gte!e_gmt_ilmaqishe R
: S A banysshedman'ys he far beyondethe see:.; . . . IR
" "Line 74 . A blake cowe shall.come. thorow Bretayne to-Albion.* . :

.. ‘Once:Henry Tudor, was.on'the throne, he took great :pains fo convince

. people that he was the fulfilier of ‘these:prophecies... He had his first born. son
christened Arthur.in the ancient capital of England, Winchester,, because of its

association with -Arthur. and his.knights.29: He: alsp-had. his. line -traced back
to Brutus.-; It was necessary for him to.convince people of this not only to stop

any further insurrections, but also to help his weak claim to the throne. -
DELIBERATE PROPAGANDA = * ' *0 00

""Thé next thing to. Consider i “whether or it he deliberditely produced
piopaganida, and if s0, Why? . Until 1934 it was always ‘beligved, that Caxton’s
Morts D’ Arthur was the sira as thiat of Malory, as there were o known copics

)

of . Malory’s M.S..in existence.” ' So thére was thus no way of verifying that
Caxtor was the same s'Malory.” All this chénged in 1934 when @ copy of
Mialory's Morte D'Aithur‘was found il the library of WinchEser college. 1t
now could; be seen” that Cakton bad, made many changes, cutting out some
partsaltogetheradd making manyword changes.” . “The'part which changed most
happens to be The Tale of Arthur and the Emperor Lucius, which he reduced
by half. The most important of these from our point of view, is the changing

of the bear in the dream to boar. The Winchester M.S: says beare, the Thorn-
ton M.S. which is the only surviving copy of the Eiglish alternative poem More
Arthure says bere. This was the common spelling1in’the 15th Century for bear.
Geoffrey, of Monmouth’s ' History of the Kings of. Britain where the dream
is :also_found, tells us.that it is a bear, Historians have attempied to explain
why Caxton should have changed this. Sommer. Sugges ed that the. ' bere "
in-the Thornton M.S. may, have been-d northern: didlect spelling for boar, but
there is-no:cvidence o support this. 2 ; Vinaver believed that C ton,changed:it -
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1o: boar, because . bears do. not normally.have tusks,’ ‘but-he goes on'to-say . -

that " boars do not normally have paws ¥ and i any, case it would:surély have
been wiser to-have chasiged, tusks.t-Another- point against-Caxton is that he

could ;have.cut. the dream; out; altogether, without any. great.Joss.

‘Arthur:and The Emperor

He. did cut out other parts of the Afale of .

as the wounding of Sir'Kay."":
6.~ Josiper Tudor, ancle of ] Tuday,  * 2
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Neither Edward:IV. or. Richard I paid. any great attention to the press.'t
Caxton had thus to*look to the' Woodvilles fof ‘patronage, especially- Anthony,
Earl Rivers, who 'was not only a great patron,-but a translator and friend to
Caxton. In the formative years, Caxton; who was a successful mercer, did-not
have to rely on: his press.. .This however - was so successful that by 1483 he most
certainly did rely upon it for his livelihood. . " The death of Edward IV and the
ensuing -downfall ‘of the Woodville-party, ‘brought about a sudden change of
circumstances - for’; Caxton:, - He* iow ~found himself without " patrons” ‘and
probably an:object-of stispicion’having;beeh a friend of the Woodyvilles.. He
now had to-find-new friends from Richard’s court, and had.very little success
in thesventure. - The only person who patronized him was the Earl of Arundel,
and then only for. one book ** The Golden Legend.”. : From then on.all. his
patrons were anonymous, which.may show that these people were out-of favour
with the: new regime: - Even 50, Caxton makes’it very obvious to whom he is
alfuding, when he refers to *,a noble lady ”.and again to ‘“a:noble-and virtuous
Earl.” It seems more than probablé-that he was-using ‘books commissioned
prior to April 1483, . . - L R

By 1485 these books:seem, to-have been runriing out: - This may"havé

been why Caxtoi was persuaded. to: publish** The Morte D’Arthur-"" the preface-
of which suggests that Caxton'was somewhat reluctant to undertake the work: .
As 'it. was-Caxton certainly choséthe fight time when “Richard ‘was out_of
Loridon and:involved with- keeping n, -Any otlier: time could hav
been dangerous.. = . .o s i el LT IV
. - If:Caxton .did: produce. propaganda.

, , then his only motive Wwas to' see:tli¢
Woodvilles restored to power, his-préss would thén hopefully again be a viable
proposition. - He did not.really:get; back into favour though until 1489, when
h¢ .enjoyed. the .patronage. of . John: de" Vere, . Barl .of Oxford. d Margaret
Duchess: of Somerset. - --** = .. Yt e LA

.14 It has been said that Richard was a patron of Ciaton, therc scems £o be o évidende for this., * Caxton dig
coarse dedicats to him the * Order nl‘q‘nvlhy.—";but sis: provas 'only that e was:trylng fo Intcrest the King in'the
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